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voted with the Government when the division was called, leaving
105 Liberals to persist on the motion for a Select Committee.
Unknown to themselves these 105 were from now onwards marked
men and, as will appear subsequently, their fate was to earn- with
it the practical destruction of the Liberal party. At the moment,
however, all thoughts were on the military situation and no one
had the slightest presentiment of this ironic political sequel.
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Ludendorff's next move was a powerful offensive in Flanders which
again had a great and immediate success, but once more fell short of
its objective, the important railway junction of Hazebrouck, the cap-
ture of which would have been only less serious than that of Amiens.1
Then he turned to the Ypres salient and carried the Hill of Kemmel,
to be brought to a stand by French reinforcements. When he had
done his worst, all the important ridges remained in British and French
hands.
At the end of May he gathered all his forces for a last great offensive
against the French, in which the same story was repeated. Attacking
on the heights above the Aisne he swept over the Chernin des Dames
and reached the Marne within forty miles of Paris, but once more was
brought to a standstill, this time by the Americans whom he now met
for the first time in force, and who drove him back in a most gallant
action at Chateau Thierry (June 13). Being left in a dangerous salient
(Rieims-Chateau Thierry-Soissons) by this reverse, he had a last fling
east of Rlieims, but this ended in a crushing defeat (July 15). A few
days later the French counter-attacked on the Marne and won a victory
which compelled him to cancel the plans he was making for another
1 It was on this occasion that Haig issued his famous " General Order of the
Day":
" Many of us now are tired. To those I would say that victory will
belong to those who hold out the longest. . . . There is no other course open
to us but to fight it out 1 Every position must be held to the last man; there
must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall and believing in the justice
of our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end. The safety of our
Homes and the Freedom of mankind alike depend upon die conduct of each
one of us at this critical point."
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